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6. Humanitarian, (i) Slavery. In some parts of the world,
slavery still persists, and conditions very like it prevail in many
:olonies. The political Committee of the Assembly and certain
Committees of Experts have brought the facts to light and induced
Governments such as those of Ethiopia and Liberia to combat
he slave-trade in their territories. Britain has been able to
olay a useful part, as her ships in the Red Sea were always
ready to prevent the passage of slave-ships from Africa to
\rabia.
(«) Refugees. The revolutions and shifting of frontiers of the
iarly post-War years led to political and racial persecutions.
Vlany Greeks, Ukrainians, Russians, Macedonians and others
bund themselves without money or homes. States were often
mwilling to receive them, fearing that they carried disease or
vould cause unemployment. At the request of the League,
Dr. Nansen, the Polar explorer, took up the task of finding them
lomes and work, and exercising care that they did not engage in
:onspiracies against the Governments they had left. After Dr.
*Tansen's death the League set up the Nansen International
)ffice to carry on the work.
(m) Dangerous Drugs. Opium is the ruin of the drug-addict
>ut the livelihood of poppy-growers in Persia and China. The
ame may be said of other more dangerous drugs whose use is
»ss common. Moderate quantities of the drugs are needed for
aedical purposes, and where the habit of drug-taking is wide-
pread, it can only be gradually suppressed. Various organisations,
et up by the League or under separate Conventions, have
o-operated to create a Supervisory Body whose work is the
aundation of all attempts by Governments to restrict the
reduction and sale of drugs. The Body publishes a yearly state-
icnt showing what production and consumption is allowed,
"he Opium Board watches the price of drugs throughout the
rorld and is able to detect the presence, in any region, of
nlawful supplies. Since many of the countries concerned lack
ae communications and police forces necessary to enforce the

